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Colorado defines domestic violence as an act of violence or threat of violence against a person with whom the aggressor has or had
an intimate relationship. Domestic violence also includes any other crime or municipal ordinance violation committed against a third
party or against property for the purpose of coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge directed at a person with whom
the aggressor has or had an intimate relationship. For example, an aggressor who vandalizes an ex-spouse’s car with the purpose of
intimidating the ex-spouse is guilty of a crime involving domestic violence.

In order for the offense to be considered a crime involving domestic violence, the parties must be in or have been in an intimate
relationship. “Intimate relationship” means a relationship between one of the following groups:

current or former spouses
current or former unmarried couples, and
parents of the same child, regardless of whether the parents were ever married or resided together.

(Colo. Rev. Stat. §18-6-800.3)
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Any sexual act directed against another person, without consent of the victim including
instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent.

Such circumstances may include:

Where the victim is prevented from resisting due to alcohol or drugs.
Where the assailant uses physical force or the threat of force to overpower and control the

victim.
Where the victim fears that she or he or another will be injured if the victim does not submit.
Where the victim is at the time unconscious of the nature of the act, and this is known to the

assailant.
Where the victim is incapable of giving legal consent because of his/her age or because of

his/her temporary or permanent mental a mental or physical incapacity and this is known or
reasonably should be known to the assailant.

Where the act is accomplished by threatening to use the authority of a public official to
incarcerate, arrest, or deport the victim or another person.

Where the assailant uses duress, such as a direct or implied threat of hardship or
retribution, to coerce the victim.

Where the assailant uses force, fear, or threats to accomplish sexual intercourse against the
will of the spouse. This provision of the law is known as the "spousal rape law."
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Dating Partner: The term dating partner refers to a person who is or has been in a social
relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the abuser, and where the existence of such
a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of -

The length of the relationship
The type of relationship; and
The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

Dating Violence: (VAWA Definition) Violence committed by a person who is or has been in a
social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim.

The existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on the reporting party's
statement and with consideration of the length of the relationship, the type of relationship, and
the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

For the purpose of this definition-

(i) Dating violence includes, but is not limited to, sexual or physical abuse or the
threat of such abuse.

(ii) Dating violence does not include acts covered under the definition of domestic
violence.
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Stalking: (VAWA definition)

(1) Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a
reasonable person to--

(i) Fear for the person's safety or the safety of others; or

(ii) Suffer substantial emotional distress.

(2) For the purpose of this definition--

(i) Course of conduct means two or more acts, including, but not limited to, acts in which the
stalker directly, indirectly, or through third parties, by any action, method, device, or means
follows, monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, or communicates to or about, a person, or
interferes with a person's property.

(ii) Substantial emotional distress means significant mental suffering or anguish that may,
but does not necessarily, require medical or other professional treatment or counseling.

(iii) Reasonable person means a reasonable person under similar circumstances and with
similar identities to the victim.
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18-3-402. Sexual assault.

(1) Any actor who knowingly inflicts sexual intrusion or sexual penetration on a victim commits sexual assault if:

(a) The actor causes submission of the victim by means of sufficient consequence reasonably calculated to cause submission against the victim's will; or

(b) The actor knows that the victim is incapable of appraising the nature of the victim's conduct; or

(c) The actor knows that the victim submits erroneously, believing the actor to be the victim's spouse; or

(d) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is less than fifteen years of age and the actor is at least four years older than the victim and is not the spouse of the
victim; or

(e) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is at least fifteen years of age but less than seventeen years of age and the actor is at least ten years older than the
victim and is not the spouse of the victim; or

(f) The victim is in custody of law or detained in a hospital or other institution and the actor has supervisory or disciplinary authority over the victim and uses this position of
authority to coerce the victim to submit, unless the act is incident to a lawful search; or

(g) The actor, while purporting to offer a medical service, engages in treatment or examination of a victim for other than a bona fide medical purpose or in a manner
substantially inconsistent with reasonable medical practices; or

(h) The victim is physically helpless and the actor knows the victim is physically helpless and the victim has not consented.

(2) Sexual assault is a class 4 felony, except as provided in subsections (3), (3.5), (4), and (5) of this section.

(3) If committed under the circumstances of paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this section, sexual assault is a class 1 misdemeanor and is an extraordinary risk crime that is
subject to the modified sentencing range specified in section 18-1.3-501 (3).

(3.5) Sexual assault is a class 3 felony if committed under the circumstances described in paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of this section.

(4) Sexual assault is a class 3 felony if it is attended by any one or more of the following circumstances:

(a) The actor causes submission of the victim through the actual application of physical force or physical violence; or

(b) The actor causes submission of the victim by threat of imminent death, serious bodily injury, extreme pain, or kidnapping, to be inflicted on anyone, and the victim believes
that the actor has the present ability to execute these threats; or

(c) The actor causes submission of the victim by threatening to retaliate in the future against the victim, or any other person, and the victim reasonably believes that the actor
will execute this threat. As used in this paragraph (c), "to retaliate" includes threats of kidnapping, death, serious bodily injury, or extreme pain; or

(d) The actor has substantially impaired the victim's power to appraise or control the victim's conduct by employing, without the victim's consent, any drug, intoxicant, or other
means for the purpose of causing submission.

(e) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2002, p. 1578, 2, effective July 1, 2002.)

(5) (a) Sexual assault is a class 2 felony if any one or more of the following circumstances exist:

(I) In the commission of the sexual assault, the actor is physically aided or abetted by one or more other persons; or

(II) The victim suffers serious bodily injury; or

(III) The actor is armed with a deadly weapon or an article used or fashioned in a manner to cause a person to reasonably believe that the article is a deadly weapon or
represents verbally or otherwise that the actor is armed with a deadly weapon and uses the deadly weapon, article, or representation to cause submission of the victim.
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http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/statedomestic.htm

Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault

1120 Lincoln St., Suite 700 Denver, CO 80203

Phone: 303-839-9999
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